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PANTHERS SCORE 4
Eastern’s baseball team won their 
second straight game by scoring 
four runs in the seventh inning .            
 PAGE 8
 A PARKING  LOT OF CHANGE
An email was sent Tuesday alerting students 
that parking restriction to underclassmen have 
been lifted.
PAGE 3
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
James Bateman, a senior communications major, tosses a beach ball that contains group discussion questions on racism and diversity. “I think EIU is 
pretty diverse,” Bateman said.
Students traverse tunnel to learn about oppression 
Tunnel, page 5 
Provost candidate talks plans 
for transparency,collaboration
CHRISSY MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Jeffery Bakkan is the second provost candidate to visit Eastern’s campus 
and take part in an open panel.
Gatrell 
announced 
as third 
provost 
candidate
By Leon Mire
Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
The third candidate for provost, 
Jay Gatrel l ,  was announced on 
Eastern’s website Thursday.
Gatrell is currently vice provost 
for faculty affairs and research at 
Bellarmine University, a private 
Catholic university in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 
An open session for students to 
ask Gatrell questions will be 1 to 
1:50 p.m. Thursday in the Arcola-
Tus co l a  Room o f  th e  Mar t in 
Luther King Jr. University Union. 
A similar session for faculty will 
follow from 2 to 2:50 p.m. in the 
same room, and a session for staff 
will be held afterwards from 3 to 
3:50 p.m. in the 1895 Room of 
the Union.
Gatrell will arrive in Charleston 
Wednesday  even ing  and l eave 
Friday afternoon. In addition to 
the open forums, he will meet for 
hour-long sess ions with deans, 
academic counci l s  and Faculty 
Senate, among other groups.
G a t r e l l  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  v i c e 
p r o v o s t  a t  B e l l a r m i n e  s i n c e 
November 2014. He was acting 
vice president for academic affairs 
at the institution from December 
2014 until March 2015. 
Gatrel l  started at Bellarmine 
i n  Ja n u a r y  2 0 1 4  a s  a s s i s t a n t 
vice president for institutional 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  r e s e a r c h  a n d 
graduate initiatives. 
G a t r e l l  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a 
geography  and env i ronmenta l 
s tud i e s  p ro f e s so r  s ince  2014 . 
From 2000 to  2014,  he  was  a 
geography professor at Indiana 
State  Univers i ty.  He served in 
several different administrative 
roles at Indiana State, including 
dean of  research and graduate 
education, dean of the college of 
graduate and professional studies 
and associate dean for budget and 
research.
He was a geography professor 
at Wright State University from 
1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0  a n d  e a r n e d  h i s 
doctorate in geography from West 
Virginia University in 1999.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  G a t r e l l ’ s 
curriculum vitae, since 2014, his 
team has helped increase study 
abroad enrollment by 50 percent; 
increased VA-eligible students by 
18 percent and improved rankings 
for veteran students;  expanded 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  g r a d u a t e 
research and initiated a “Women 
in  S c i enc e”  s p e a ke r  s e r i e s  a t 
Bellarmine. 
Leon Mire can be reached at 581-
2812 or lkmire@eiu.edu.
By Chrissy Miller
Administration Reporter | @DEN_News
The second provost candidate, Jeffrey 
P. Bakken, showed his desire for transpar-
ency in administration and collaboration 
during the student and faculty forums.
Bakken got his master’s and doctorate 
in special education from Purdue Uni-
versity. Currently, Bakken is the associate 
provost for Bradley University. He said he 
has not worked with a union before.
In his role as Department Chair at Il-
linois State University, Bakken said he 
helped improve his department through 
yearly curriculum assessment. He said 
these assessments centered around a few 
simple questions.
“How are students doing? Do they 
know what they should know? What’s 
missing from their knowledge base and 
skills base?” Bakken said.
Bakken said the data from these assess-
ments helped reveal what changes needed 
to be made. He said that providing facul-
ty support was also a crucial part of mak-
ing the university run efficiently
“I initiated a lot of programs for new 
faculty, mentorship programs, and sup-
port programs to help faculty be success-
ful,” Bakken said. “My feeling was that if 
faculty were successful, then the students 
themselves would be successful as well.”
Jack Cruikshank, a political science 
graduate student, said he questioned Bak-
ken’s previous and current relationship 
with Eastern President David Glassman, 
who was the provost over Bakken at Brad-
ley University for three years.
“That is a problem on campus right 
now, as well, with that kind of consolida-
tion of power, who’s in charge of what,” 
Cruikshank said. “If you were to get the 
position, there are going to be lots of 
questions about that to you, ‘Is he just a 
yes man?’ that kind of thing.”
Bakken said on campus he would be 
able to put any outside connection to 
Glassman aside to focus on his profession-
al role as provost in this community.
“My role is to advocate for students, 
to advocate for faculty, to advocate for re-
sources,” Bakken said. “I’m not opposed 
to him disagreeing with me, then I just 
need to work harder to make him come 
to a consensus.”
Bakken said if he was selected as pro-
vost, he would make marketing a priori-
ty and try to bring in diverse students and 
faculty experts. 
“What I found at Bradley was are 
numbers were low because we weren’t 
doing any recruiting, we weren’t doing 
any marketing whatsoever,” Bakken said. 
“Well yeah they’re going to be low, peo-
ple are just going to have to stumble upon 
things to find stuff. You have to promote 
the programs if you want students to 
come.”
English professor C.C. Wharram said 
he saw Bakken in a meeting earlier that 
day and heard him talk about the impor-
tance of everyone seeing the university as 
a whole rather than just as individual de-
partments.
“In your role as a provost, you’d have 
certain institutional barriers that would 
separate you from us on-the-ground fac-
ulty who aren’t chairs or deans,” Wharram 
said. “There are those kind of barriers be-
tween the kind of transparency you like to 
articulate and how you would be able to 
interact with faculty.”
Wharram said he was curious to see 
how Bakken would implement the trans-
parency he spoke of.
Bakken emphasized faculty voices and 
said a provost without faculty would be 
nothing. Bakken suggested possibly put-
ting an online feedback system for facul-
ty in place or having an open forum for 
faculty.
“I don’t know whether it would be, 
I’d have to look at the climate here, what 
people are more comfortable with,” Bak-
ken said.
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 
581-2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago's leaders 
say they'll keep fighting against President 
Donald Trump's promised crackdown on 
so-called "sanctuary cities" despite finan-
cial risks.
The defiance was on display at a Mon-
day gathering of municipal officials in 
New York from cities including Chica-
go. The same day Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions issued fresh warnings to cities 
refusing to cooperate with immigration 
authorities, suggesting the government 
would come after grant money that's al-
ready been awarded if they don't comply.
Chicago has been a sanctuary city since 
the 1980s.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel's office says 
withholding funding is "unconstitution-
al." Chicago is also supporting a county 
lawsuit in California challenging Trump's 
executive order.
Leaders 
to fight 
'sanctuary' 
threats
WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate 
Republicans and the White House 
sounded ready to abandon efforts to 
repeal and replace the nation's health 
care law, at least for now, even as 
House Republicans insisted on Tues-
day they were not ready to give up 
on their years-long quest.
The intraparty dispute came in 
the wake of last Friday's collapse of 
health care legislation in the House, 
a GOP humiliation at the climactic 
moment of seven years of promises 
to get rid of former President Barack 
Obama's Affordable Care Act.
White House legislative affairs di-
rector Marc Short also emerged from 
the Senate GOP lunch indicating 
the administration was moving on 
despite President Donald Trump's 
promises as a candidate to immedi-
ately get rid of Obama's law.
Short pointed to the confirma-
tion of Supreme Court nominee Neil 
Gorsuch, whose nomination will 
be on the Senate floor next week, 
as well as a looming funding dead-
line on April 28 that must be met 
to keep the lights on in the govern-
ment. Short said that "of course" the 
White House hopes to avoid a shut-
down. And, senior Republicans and 
the White House are eager to move 
on to tax overhaul legislation.
The comments on health care 
from Senate Republicans and the 
White House were a cold reality 
check on the newly revived hopes of 
House Republicans. Just this Friday, 
House Republicans couldn't muster 
the votes for their marquee legisla-
tion to repeal and replace the health 
care law and pulled it off the floor in 
an embarrassing setback for Trump 
and Speaker Paul Ryan. But Tuesday 
morning, they exchanged pledges of 
unity in a closed-door meeting and 
emerged eager to continue their ef-
forts on health care, although they 
provided no specific plans or time-
line for how they would proceed.
The discussion on health care 
came with a hard deadline looming 
to pass legislation by the end of next 
month to keep the government run-
ning. GOP leaders in Congress and 
at the White House were trying to 
take steps to avoid stumbling into a 
shutdown.
Ryan said Tuesday that any pro-
vision to "defund" Planned Parent-
hood didn't belong in the catch-
all measure, while Senate GOP 
leaders like Roy Blunt of Missouri 
made clear they'd like to avoid a 
showdown over Trump's border 
wall, which is loathed by Demo-
crats and disliked by some Repub-
licans as well. Keeping Planned Par-
enthood and the border wall out of 
the spending bill would greatly im-
prove its chances to get necessary 
Democratic votes in the Senate, al-
though conservatives in both cham-
bers might object.
Senate, White House pass 
on push to revive health bill
Trump, signs order to end to 'war on coal'
WASHINGTON (AP) — Declar-
ing an end to what he's called "the war 
on coal," President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order Tuesday that 
eliminates numerous restrictions on 
fossil fuel production, breaking with 
leaders across the globe who have em-
braced cleaner energy sources.
The order makes good on Trump's 
campaign pledge to unravel former 
President Barack Obama's efforts to 
curb global warming, eliminating 
nearly a dozen measures in an effort to 
boost domestic energy production, es-
pecially oil, natural gas and coal.
Environmental activists, including 
former Vice President Al Gore, de-
nounced the plan. But Trump said the 
effort would spark "a new energy rev-
olution" and lead to "unbelievable" 
American prosperity.
Throughout the election, Trump ac-
cused the former president of waging 
"a war" against coal as he campaigned 
in economically depressed swaths of 
states like West Virginia, Pennsylvania 
and Ohio.
But Trump's promise runs counter 
to market forces, including U.S. utili-
ties converting coal-fired power plants 
to cheaper, cleaner-burning natural 
gas. And Democrats, environmental 
groups and scientists said the execu-
tive order ignores the realities of cli-
mate change.
"There is much our nation can 
do to address the risks that climate 
change poses to human health and 
safety, but disregarding scientific evi-
dence puts our communities in dan-
ger," said Rush Holt, chief executive 
officer of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, the na-
tion's largest general scientific society.
While Republicans have blamed 
Obama-era environmental regulations 
for the loss of coal jobs, federal data 
shows that U.S. mines have been shed-
ding jobs for decades under presidents 
from both parties as a result of increas-
ing automation and competition from 
natural gas.
Another factor is the plummeting 
cost of solar panels and wind turbines, 
which now can produce emissions-free 
electricity cheaper than burning coal.
According to an Energy Depart-
ment analysis released in January, coal 
mining now accounts for fewer than 
75,000 U.S. jobs. By contrast, renew-
able energy — including wind, so-
lar and biofuels — now accounts for 
more than 650,000 U.S. jobs.
Trump's order initiates a review of 
the Clean Power Plan, which restricts 
greenhouse gas emissions at coal-
fired power plants. The regulation — 
Obama's signature effort to curb car-
bon emissions — has been the subject 
of long-running legal challenges by 
Republican-led states and those who 
profit from burning oil, coal and gas.
The order also lifts a 14-month-old 
moratorium on new coal leases on fed-
eral lands. The Obama administration 
had imposed a three-year moratorium 
on new federal coal leases in January 
2016, arguing that the $1 billion-a-
year program must be modernized to 
ensure a fair financial return to taxpay-
ers and address climate change.
The order covers a range of other 
Obama-era rules, including repeal of 
measures to consider the "social cost" 
of carbon emissions in all regulato-
ry actions and crack down on meth-
ane emissions at oil and gas wells. 
The rule also eliminates an Obama-
era rule restricting fracking on public 
lands and a separate rule that requires 
energy companies to provide data on 
methane emissions at oil and gas op-
erations.
The order does not withdraw a 
2009 finding by the EPA that green-
house gases endanger the public 
health and welfare. The finding, along 
with a 2007 Supreme Court ruling, 
forms the basis of the Clean Power 
Plan. Some conservative groups have 
pushed to withdraw the so-called en-
dangerment finding, but Trump's EPA 
chief, Scott Pruitt, has said the finding 
"needs to be enforced and respected."
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YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
www.youngstowncharleston.com 
217-345-2363 
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)  
2 bedroom Apts and Tow nhouses 
 still available! 
 Units 412/416/418 2bdrm/1bth-w ith W/D 
 Unit 609 2bdrm/1bth  
 Units 802/1002/1008 2bd/1.5bth tow n-
house! 
 Single & 2person rates available! 
 Fully Furnished! 
 View  of the Woods ! 
 Large bedrooms w ith big closets! 
 Free Trash and Parking! 
 Use Financial Aid to pay 
your rent! 
 
Deposit  
Special 
HALF PRICE 
FOR ANY SIZE 
UNIT! 
  Until 5/4/2017 
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Coles County Consolidated Elections  
-April 4-
Grace Registration period 
March 8 - April 4
The Elections Department 
217-348-0524 or 217-348-0523
elections@co.coles.il.us
Early Voting
Feb. 23 – April 4
8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.
Saturday 
9 a.m.- 12 p.m.
#SMXJOBSNOW
apply.smjobs.com 789SJOBCODE:
Apply online or call  217-234-3624
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“Staff parking only”  lots are marked with orange signs, but students can park in these lots 
after 5 p.m. during the week and on weekends.
Underclassmen parking restrictions lifted
By Jack Arkus
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Underclassmen with cars may find it 
a little easier to get to their classes the 
rest of this semester.
The University Police Department 
has eliminated the “underclass” parking 
restriction on a trial basis, effective 
immediately, Eastern Chief of Police 
Kent Martin announced in an email to 
the campus Tuesday.
This means that any student may 
park in any lot designated for student 
parking.  
Martin said when he was appointed 
as Chief of Police in September 2016, 
one of his goals was to examine the 
parking process and the issues that 
come with it. 
“I want to make the whole parking 
process more convenient for all 
students,” Martin said. “Underclassmen 
have to park blocks away from their 
classes and then walk past empty spots 
on their way to class but cannot park 
there because of the restrictions.” 
Martin said he believes this trial run 
will fill up those empty spots. He said 
he wants to eliminate the confusion for 
students of where they can and cannot 
be in terms of parking. The idea is that 
underclassmen should not be pushed 
off to the edge of campus.  
Traditionally, underclassmen and 
upperclassmen have had designated 
areas to park on campus that differ 
from one another. Underclassmen were 
only allowed to park in areas with blue 
signage in front of them, such as Greek 
court, University Court, 9th Street Lot, 
W-Lot and parks of the Stadium Lot. 
Upperclassmen could park in any areas 
permitted to underclassmen, as well 
as areas with green signage in front of 
them.
Martin said he and university 
officials want to make sure the new 
system works effectively before making 
permanent changes for the 2017-18 
academic year.  
“We hope to have a final answer by 
the beginning of summer,” Martin said. 
“Let’s see if any problems occur and we 
will go from there. Once decided, we 
will go forth with any price changes if 
necessary.”  
 
Jack Arkus can be reached at 
581-2812 or jtarkus@eiu.edu.
PHOTOS BY OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Blue “student parking only” signs mark where underclassmen were meant to park, until the 
restriction was lifted Tuesday.
Coles County Clerk’s Office
651 Jackson Ave, Rm 122
Charleston IL 61920
Mattoon City Clerk’s Office
208 N 19th Street – Second Floor
Mattoon IL 61938
Polling Sites 
CUSD No. 1, School 
Administration Office 
410 W. Polk
St. Charles Catholic Church
921 Madison
Salisbury Church
2350 Madison Ave.
Masonic Temple
651 W. Lincoln Ave.
First Baptist Church 
2800 University Drive
Newman Catholic Center
500 Roosevelt Ave.
Martin Luther King Jr. 
University Union,
Bridge Lounge
Eastern Illinois University
600 Lincoln Ave.
Charleston 
Candidates 
CITY MAYOR 
BRANDON COMBS 
CITY COUNCIL 
MATTHEW HUTTI 
JIM DUNN 
DENNIS MALAK
By Liz Stephens
City Reporter | @ejstephens_jou
Eastern’s  chapter  of  Col leg -
es Against Cancer will  host the 
2017  Re l ay  For  L i f e  k i ckba l l 
tournament from 6 to 9:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 6 in McAfee 
Gym.
The deadline for pre-registra-
tion for teams is this Thursday but 
may be extended until Monday if 
necessary.
The Relay for Life proceeds will 
be donated to the American Can-
cer Society.
According to a press  release, 
Eastern host s  a  Relay  for  Li fe 
kickball tournament each spring 
to  fundra i se  for  the  American 
Cancer Society. 
The press release says the event 
asks students to join together and 
fundraise, donate and participate 
in an evening of  kickbal l  with 
games and prizes.
Bailey Wilson, president of Col-
leges Against  Cancer,  said this 
is the second year the group has 
hosted a kickball tournament for 
Relay for Life, which is the signa-
ture fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society.
People can search EIU Relay for 
Life on Eastern’s website to regis-
ter online for the event.
Six to eight people are recom-
mended to create a team to par-
ticipate.
The cost  to register per per-
son in the team is $15, and peo-
ple also have the opportunity to 
come support the event with a $1 
entry fee.
In between kickbal l  rounds, 
there will also be a game where in-
dividuals get inside of a large plas-
tic bubble and run into each oth-
er.
According to the press release, 
dona t ions  w i l l  he lp  w i th  r a f -
fle items and grand prizes for the 
winning teams.
Kailey Aldridge, a senior special 
education major, said those who 
are not interested in participat-
ing in a team can come and watch, 
and that donations are always wel-
come.
Liz Stephens can be reached at 581-
2812 or ejstephens2@eiu.edu.
College Against Cancer to 
raise funds for research
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Climate change should concern all students
      Editor- in-Chief  Managing Editor            News Editor    Associate News Editor    Photo Editor          Online Editor  Sports Editor               Opinions Editor
      Kalyn Hayslett            Angelica Cataldo          Cassie Buchman          Leon Mire              Justin Brown     Analicia Haynes               Sean Hastings          Shelby Niehaus 
Are They Even Old Enough to Drive?
DANIEL FOX | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Olivia Swenson-Hultz
Republicans 
failed their 
duties when 
replacing ACA
Civil disobedience saves Puerto Rican island
Juan Nevarez
In an article published by the online news out-
let MediaITE on March 26, Chris Wallace from 
Fox News interviews Reince Priebus, White House 
Chief of Staff. During the interview, Wallace called 
out the Trump Administration for not reaching 
out to Democrats for compromise after Repub-
licans failed to repeal and replace the Affordable 
Care Act. 
Democrats were not given a compromise; the 
ACA replacement legislation was garbage and was 
only a best fit for the political right. Republicans in 
both houses of Congress that were for the Obam-
acare replacement bill did not work with moder-
ate Democrats to attempt to negotiate changes to 
the ACA. 
This is a learning process for Donald Trump, 
and needs to understand he must work with Dem-
ocrats and across party lines because, simply put, 
that is how politics work. You cannot count on 
only Republicans simply because you are part of 
the same party. Constituents call the shots and ev-
eryone wants to win reelection. 
President Trump also recently has recently 
tweeted for his support base to watch the Justice 
with Judge Jeanine segment of Fox News. Former 
prosecutor Jeanine Pirro stated “Paul Ryan needs 
to step down as Speaker of the House.” Preibus 
had stated that President Trump’s timing in asking 
supporters to watch the segment was completely 
“coincidental.” 
Speaker Ryan has been known to be more of a 
moderate Republican who works to keep the party 
unified, and this failure could affect how that uni-
fication goes. Trump or Ryan cannot blame Dem-
ocrats for the Republicans’ failure to reach across 
the aisle or to produce quality legislation.
If Republicans realized and understood the 
need for health care, they would work with Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders and his proposal for single-pay-
er healthcare that is funded by tax payers. Accord-
ing to Bernie Sanders’ website on the single-payer 
bill, a middle-class family making $50,000 would 
only pay $466 annually to the program, saving 
$5,800 per year for that family and eliminating the 
high premium costs from private health insurance 
companies. 
Businesses would also save money with single-
payer by reducing cost for insurance from $12,591 
for family coverage to just $3,100 for a family 
making $50,000 annually. 
The plan is fully paid for by a 6.2 percent in-
come based health care premium that is paid 
through employers and a 2.2 percent income-
based premium paid by the American household. 
This proposed plan will reform progressive income 
tax rates at 37 percent for incomes of $250,000 
to $500,000, 43 percent on incomes between 
S500,0000 and $2 million and 48 percent on in-
come between $2 million and $10 million (only 
.08 percent of taxpayers), and 52 percent for in-
comes above $10 million (a mere .01 percent of 
taxpayers). This would also tax capital gains and 
dividends the same way income from working is 
taxed. 
This tax reform is extremely simple, effective 
and will ease the burden on middle class families. I 
think we need bipartisan support for Sanders’ bill.
Juan Nevarez is a senior psychology major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
jnnevarez@eiu.edu.
A small island off the eastern coast of Puerto Rico 
by the name of Vieques is seemingly undisrupted. 
Wild horses roam the island, sticking mainly to 
the wildlife refuge portion of the island, fearlessly 
bounding across the roads, with no eyes to the pass-
ing cars. Wandering dogs, which are found in large 
groups, are permitted to roam free, and are only dis-
rupted by the recently-formed Humane Society, 
which makes efforts to sterilize dogs to control the 
population, and then releases them into their home. 
Locals, and tourists provide them with handouts.
Although Vieques is a destination for tourists, it 
is dominated by small local businesses and local cul-
ture, which are at odds with the strong influence 
that the government holds over island municipali-
ties such as Vieques. Corporate development is ex-
tremely limited, and a primarily natural landscape is 
maintained by the locals. 
Locals are welcoming towards tourists and are 
happy to provide them with an authentic taste of 
their lifestyle. Some have been so satisfied with this 
placid environment that they have chosen to inte-
grate into this society, contributing small business-
es, such as art galleries and restaurants, and joining 
in the efforts to maintain the island’s local culture 
and beauty.  
Citizens of Puerto Rico become statuary citizens 
of the United States, technically holding the same 
rights as other U.S. citizens but lacking government 
influence such as voting rights, as is the case with 
other U.S. territories. The U.S. government has had 
its share of influence on the island through navy 
bomb and target practices since post World War II. 
The U.S Navy purchased about two-thirds of the 
island; this ownership only ended in 2003 due to 
a collaborative effort of citizens. However, the Na-
vy’s claim has contributed to the contamination and 
decimation of the natural beauty of this island.  
While traveling through the countryside, you 
may pass by abandoned bombing stations and bases 
that are unsafe to enter due to the testing of weap-
onry containing toxic chemicals, such as uranium, 
from as early as the 1970’s. 
Heavy metals continue to affect the health of the 
wildlife and the people of the island, contributing to 
cancer and respiratory problems. 
Protests , mainly in the form of civil disobedi-
ence, broke out in the ‘70s calling for the ending 
of these testing practices. Many locals were arrest-
ed for basic forms of protesting, which led to the 
collaboration of local Vieques residents, other Puet-
ro Ricans and Americans in conducting mass peace-
ful protests. These protests were sometimes disrupt-
ed by U.S. Marines. 
In 2004, the primary Naval station was closed 
due to these mass protests, but locals still struggle 
with the effects of the Naval base’s air quality due to 
the continuous years of abuse by the Navy. 
Vieques may now work towards its path to recov-
ery and towards the elimination of toxic chemicals. 
Residents of Vieques know that they must continue 
to fight for and maintain the special island’s culture 
and environment from the wrenching influence of 
the U.S. government. 
Olivia Swenson-Hultz is a sophomore journal-
ism major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
omswensonhultz@eiu.edu.
There is nothing like feeling the warm sun on 
your face and watching the fluffy clouds slowly drift 
across the sky while feeling the cool breeze dance on 
your skin. 
We as a staff agree that the ideal weather is 70 
degrees. It is warm enough that you do not need 
a heavy coat or excessive layers, yet cool enough so 
you will not produce sweat stains while walking to 
class. 
However, 70 degree weather is unacceptable in 
the middle of January. This is a clear indicator that 
something is wrong with our ecosystem, so instead 
of breaking out the scandals and shorts we need to 
wake up and realize how detrimental this unnerving 
climate change is.
For those who do not know, climate change is 
the drastic fluctuation in temperature due to human 
behavior.
The 2015-2016 meteorological winter review 
conducted by the Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency said that January and February’s snow-
fall was significantly below average. The winder was 
considered the 27th least snowy winter since 1884. 
A warm winter may sound appealing now, but if 
it continues it will not only impact Illinois’ weather 
but the entire world’s environment. 
Farmers will be forced to wait longer lengths of 
time for crops, and the warmer weather can inhib-
it fish distribution within the Great Lakes or cause 
consecutive heat waves and flooding during the next 
century, said the national climate change assessment 
“Climate Change Impacts in the United States.”
We as students can be mindful of how we treat 
our environment and be a part of decreasing one of 
the main contributors of climate change, which is 
greenhouse gases. 
Try walking to class, carpooling or taking the 
Panther Shuttle instead of driving a car that emits 
harmful gases. 
Recycle plastics, aluminum, cardboard and paper 
in the designated bins around campus. 
When using the bathroom or kitchen area, be 
mindful of how much water is used; do not waste 
any water.
These minor changes, if repeated over time, can 
diminish air pollution and excess waste and help re-
duce the effects of climate change.
Eastern has established an environment that val-
ues sustainability and responsibility. 
According to Eastern’s sustainability website, the 
university has significantly lowered its water usage 
by 80 million gallons a year. We have also made a 
decrease of approximately 80 percent in green gas 
emission and a 26 percent reduction in campus-
wide energy consumption.  
However, a Renewable Energy Center, recy-
cle bins on campus and the Panther Shuttle mean 
nothing if we as a student body do not take advan-
tage of these resources. 
The News staff wants to encourage students to 
follow in the Students for Peace and Justice Regis-
tered Student Organization’s footsteps by commu-
nicating their concerns to local representatives and 
being aware of policies that could harm the environ-
ment. 
In the article “RSO Offers Education, Seeks Sig-
natures on Climate Change,” members of the RSO 
encouraged students to sign a petition telling Pres-
ident Donald Trump to abide by the Paris Agree-
ment. This agreement focuses on international gov-
ernment s setting parameters that will decrease the 
amount of greenhouse emissions. 
It is everyone’s First Amendment right to petition 
especially when a policy, bill, law or government 
agency implements jurisdiction that could harm our 
ecosystem.
According to the article, students had the oppor-
tunity to sign the petition Monday and Tuesday. 
Even if students missed the chance to participate, 
anyone can write their own letters to local represen-
tatives or contact the president of the RSO. 
It does not take tremendous effort to protect the 
campus, town and state we call home. 
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The ‘Panel on Refugees’ will give 
insight into the experiences four 
speakers had while helping immi-
grants, migrants and refugees. The 
discussion will be at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day in Coleman Auditorium.
The EIU Students for Peace and 
Justice will host this educational pan-
el, and other events throughout the 
week, in honor of EIU Global Justice 
Week.
Graduate student Chelsea Picken, 
one of the panelists, said she worked 
with the organization Help Refugees 
in Calais, France. She signed up on-
line ahead of time, gave her informa-
tion to the organization and chose the 
dates she was going to volunteer.
Picken said she worked in a camp 
known as ‘the Jungle,’ which held 
about 6,000 refugees during the sum-
mer of 2016. She made her way over 
to Calais from England during a long 
weekend while studying abroad at 
Harlaxton Manor.
This particular camp pops up 
in times of crisis on the border of 
France, with England in sight, Picken 
said. The refugees’ main goal was to 
eventually make their way into Eng-
land, since many had family currently 
there or knew of a community of peo-
ple to stay with, she said.
‘The Jungle’ was not an official ref-
ugee camp, so the United Nations 
does not run it or provide assistance, 
Picken said. Instead, she said the 
camp is run by a non-profit organi-
zation.
Picken said she worked for a few 
days in a large warehouse sorting 
through donations, and then a few 
days were spent in the camps distrib-
uting packs of clean clothes and toi-
letry items.
“Most are living in tents and in the 
dirt and mud. There is no sanitary 
system set up,” Picken said, “Any shel-
ter that existed was pretty much ply-
wood put together.”
In November 2016, the French 
government destroyed the entire 
camp and put many refugees on buses 
and relocated them to centers run by 
the government.
Picken said it really is a privilege 
having an American passport and be-
ing able to travel freely.
Another panelist, Beth Murphy, 
will also share her experiences work-
ing for several years in a refugee reset-
tlement center in Detroit.
Habiba Behnam from Iraq will 
speak about working in a Palestinian 
refugee camp in Jordan. Behnam was 
later displaced when the Islamic State 
group entered the villages in 2014.
Brenda Cuellar, associate director 
of international recruitment at East-
ern, said she volunteered in Nashville, 
Tennessee with World Relief for three 
months the summer following gradu-
ation from college. 
Cuellar said volunteers connected 
refugees with the resources available 
to the community and translated for-
eign languages to English.
Cuellar also taught immigrants 
from Central America citizenship 
classes and high school classes, she 
said, and later moved to Mexico for a 
little over a year to help asylum seek-
ers.
Cuellar served as the U.S. Director 
for the Migrant Resource Center and 
said the organization worked with dif-
ferent non-profit teams. The main fo-
cus was to provide basic needs to peo-
ple who had been deported from the 
U.S. back to Mexico.
This organization is located just 
across the border from Arizona, and 
Cuellar said she could see the wall 
separating the U.S. and Mexico from 
the building she worked in.
“My parents are from Mexico. For 
me, I really wanted to learn about 
my own culture and identity,” Cuel-
lar said. 
She said her parents came to the 
U.S. years ago, and she did not realize 
the sacrifices they made until she be-
gan working at the Migrant Resource 
Center and saw other Mexican people 
facing the same challenges.
Cuellar said her faith called her to 
serve refugees, immigrants and mi-
grants.
“There is so much going on with 
the refugee crisis. It is important for 
us to understand what is going on 
around the world. As Americans, we 
should be involved to make the world 
a better place,” Cuellar said.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
Volunteers to share experiences helping refugees
» Tunnel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
An unused floor of Taylor Hall fea-
tured facts about different forms of op-
pression and oppressed groups Tuesday.
Marissa Damore, vice president of 
committee engagement, worked with 
volunteers to post information in the 
bathroom, the lounge and three dorm 
rooms on the north tower’s fifth floor.
Groups of students went from room 
to room in the “Tunnel of Oppression,” 
reading about mental illness, the effects 
of poverty and various types of gender 
and sexual identities.
Some learned something new along 
the way. Wade Morrison, a sophomore 
geography major, wondered what it 
meant to be aromantic (lacking roman-
tic feelings) and omnisexual (attraction 
to any gender or sexual orientation).
“I thought I knew a lot when it 
comes to diversity, but apparently I 
don’t,” Morrison said. “It’s humbling.”
Derogatory terms, phrases and say-
ings lined the mirror in one room. 
These included “f-g,” “sl-t,” “no homo,” 
“that’s not an orientation” and “you’re 
just being a special snowflake.”
The names of various sexualities and 
genders riddled the walls of the room 
with the marked mirror. Among “om-
nisexual” and “aromantic” were “lesbi-
an,” “transgender” and “queer.” A post-
er with concealed answers enabled stu-
dents to quiz themselves on LGBT+ 
flags.
The bathroom was dedicated to body 
image. On the left-hand mirror, volun-
teers had used multiple colors of marker 
to write self-shaming messages such as 
“freckle face” and “I’m too fat.” The left-
hand mirror had the polar opposites of 
each message, including “sun-kissed” 
and “my curves are beautiful.”
Dominique Dickerson, a freshman 
sociology major, voiced her surprise at 
the messages on the left-hand mirror.
“Jesus,” Dickerson said. “Most of this 
stuff I’ve been called.”
The bathroom walls had more inspi-
rational messages.
“Fall in love with yourself,” the pa-
pers read. “The next time you think of 
beautiful things, don’t forget to count 
yourself. Be kind to yourself.”
The room dedicated to poverty hit 
home for Keshyra Bluminberg, a fresh-
man psychology major.
“I used to be homeless,” Bluminberg 
said, reading statistics about shelters and 
hunger. “People don’t know how dire it 
is.”
According to the facts volunteers 
posted on the furniture, windows and 
walls, less than 10 million children get 
to eat breakfast each morning. The U.S. 
wastes 40 percent of its food, worth 
$168 billion, each year. Our nation’s 
emergency need for food has increased 
91 percent since 2008.
The walls of the lounge featured in-
formation about mental illness. Volun-
teers wrote that one can help by sup-
porting constructive legislation and be-
ing accepting of those who suffer from 
mental illness.
The volunteers also wrote that treat-
ments for the mentally ill once includ-
ed being locked up or chained to walls 
or furniture. Patients were also “treated” 
with leeches and bloodletting, and vari-
ous religions regarded them as “witches” 
or “possessed.”
Medication for mental illnesses can 
be difficult to obtain, volunteers wrote. 
Side effects can be worse than the men-
tal illnesses themselves, and children are 
generally regarded under two extremes; 
they are either forced to take medicine 
or told children cannot be mentally ill.
Like the mirror in the LGBT+ room, 
examples of derogatory terms, such as 
“screw-loose,” “insane” and “nuts,” lined 
the lounge window.
Dickerson used provided paper and 
markers to contribute her own message 
to the wall.
“Depression is an illness,” she wrote. 
“I will overcome!”
Another room was dedicated to mi-
croaggressions, sayings and phrases that, 
while usually meant to be positive, can 
be harmful. “You’re far too skinny” pro-
motes negative body norms, and “Are 
you sure you’re not confused?” says 
those who identify as LGBT+ may not 
know themselves as well as someone 
else does.
The final room in the “Tunnel of 
Oppression” did not feature informa-
tion but rather a counselor – name-
ly Counseling Center intern Sheldon 
Aaron, a second-year graduate student 
studying clinical counseling.
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
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Lee Harper, a senior psychology major, stares into a mirror with derogatory phrases surrounding the LGBTQ com-
munity. “As an asexual person I get the ‘you just haven’t met the right person yet.’ People just don’t understand,” 
Harper said.
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Bartenders wanted, flexible hours. 
Veterans of foreign wars post 
#4325. 1220 S. 19th Mattoon. Come 
pick up an application or call Cory 
217-493-1973
_________________________ 4/4
Help wanted
6
For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
2 bedroom, 2 bath modern suite. 
Washer, dryer. Opposite Textbook 
Rental. $450 a month. 
(217) 549-4074
________________________ 3/31
Large 5 bedroom house for rent. 
3-5 tenants. 2 bathroom. Off-street 
parking high efficiency furnace. 
Washer, dryer, central air, trash in-
cluded. Available August 2017 for a 
10 or 12 month lease. Pictures on 
Craigslist. Call Pam at 
(217) 417-7522.  
________________________ 3/31
SIGN NOW. PAY LATER. 1 & 2 BED-
ROOM APARTMENTS. Sign your 
lease for Melrose or Brooklyn in 
March and pay no money down. 
(217) 345-5515. 
________________________ 3/31
Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Looking for 2-3 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
_________________________ 4/3
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 4/14
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. 
(217) 962-0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information. 
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website 
at  ppwrentals.com 
_________________________ 5/1 
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
Bedroom apartments as low as 
$222.50  some close to campus Car-
lyle Apartments 217-348-7746 
www.charlestonILapt.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting at 
$250 a bedroom. For spring semes-
ter 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
ACROSS
 1 Actress and 
former mixed 
martial arts 
champion 
Carano
 5 Provocative 
remark
 9 Seat at a 
hootenanny
13 Go crazy for
15 Part of an order 
for eggs
16 Operating 
system with 
many clones
17 … SLID SAID 
SAND SANE 
SINE NINE …
19 It may help you 
get up
20 “… shall 
not ___ from 
the earth”: 
Gettysburg 
Address
21 Call from a 
counter
23 Words often 
spoken with a 
hand on the 
Bible
24 Visually 
assessed
26 Show created 
by Lena 
Dunham
28 Where Matt 
Damon was 
stranded in a 
2015 film
31 … DOTE DOLE 
DOLL DELL SELL 
…
35 Archaeologist’s 
estimate
36 Many a 
chamber piece
37 Person at a 
desk
38 What an insider 
might offer
39 Impulse 
transmission 
point
42 “You’ve said 
quite enough!,” 
informally
43 Something a 
cellphone can 
replace
45 6-3, 2-6, 7-6 
and others
46 Part of many 
Arabic names
47 … HERD HEAD 
HEAT SEAT STAT 
…
50 Macbeth, e.g.
51 Puccini title 
heroine
52 Heidi of 
“Project 
Runway”
54 ___ department
56 Growth in an 
underwater 
“forest”
58 Things handed 
down by kings
62 Man exiled 
from 55-Down
64 … OMEN OPEN 
OPED SPED 
SHED SHAD 
SHAM WHAM 
WHAT …
66 Home (in on)
67 Lymph ___
68 “Sweet!,” old-
style
69 Wraps up
70 Fit of pique
71 Erupt
DOWN
 1 [OMG!]
 2 Not in use
 3 Genre for the 
novelist Patricia 
Highsmith
 4 Hordes
 5 What’s always 
good in 
Grenoble?
 6 Publisher of 
the old All-
True Detective 
Cases comic 
books
 7 Fail on a 
promise
 8 Portmanteau 
in 2016 world 
news
 9 Greyhound 
runner?
10 Common 
bandage 
additive
11 Told a tale
12 Event at a 
convention 
center
14 Online market 
for crafts
18 Annual writing 
award
22 Training 
montages, 
underdog 
victories, 
etc., in sports 
movies
25 Bump off
27 The Tigers of 
the S.E.C.
28 6-3, 2-6, 7-6, 
e.g.
29 Nimble
30 Progress 
indicator, of a 
sort
32 Wedding dinner 
speech, often
33 Gray area
34 Camper’s tool
36 “For shame!”
40 Pinnacle
41 Engraver’s 
instrument
44 Board hiree, for 
short
48 Geographical 
quintet
49 Catch for a 
grizzly
50 Hits hard
53 Japanese 
noodles
54 Demolish
55 See 62-Across
57 Spa treatment, 
informally
59 Bloke
60 Museum near 
Westminster 
Abbey
61 Put away
63 Rapper ___ Def
65 Lepidopterist’s 
aid
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Scenic 71 acres with tillable land 
and timber; improved with a 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom 
ranch home with finished base-
ment, workshop, barn with apart-
ment. A must-see property only 10 
mi les  south of  Char leston! 
$599,000. Winnie Stortzum, Farm-
ers National Company, 109 East 
Main Street, Arcola. (800) 500-2693. 
www.farmersnational.com
________________________ 4/14
Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on what’s 
happening at EIU and in Charleston!
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Chris Conrad, known when fighting as “Conrad” in battle, a graduated computer science major, and Michael Johnson, known as “Takus” in battle, a graduated history major, participate in 
Belgarth, which is the focus of the Eastern RSO Belgarth, which was featured at the RSO Fair on Tuesday night.
 Belgarth Battle
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By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
With their  f i rst  outdoor meet in the 
books, the track and field team will have a 
much needed home stint this weekend.
This home meet is crucial as it is the 
Panther’s only one of the season. There’s 
no doubt that the Panthers can succeed at 
home, either. The team has placed as low 
as third when they have hosted this year, 
playing on the energy home-track advan-
tage brings.
Eastern’s second indoor home meet this 
year was crammed full  of cheering par-
ents, supportive friends and curious chil-
dren watching their favorite college athletes 
compete. 
There’s no doubt the 60-degree weather 
pegged for Saturday’s portion of the meet 
will rake in just as many fans.
Senior Ruth Garippo said that the days 
leading up to the meet are opportunities to 
grow.
“This week is a good week to learn from 
this past weekend. Individually, all of us 
have something we want to improve from 
last weekend, and this will be a great week 
to focus on whatever that may be,” Garippo 
said. “For me individually I will be focus-
ing on recovery after each run leading up 
to Friday to ensure that I feel the best I can 
physically.”
The Panthers will look to their typical 
standouts to lead the team to yet another 
victory on their own turf. 
Garippo has already proven that she will 
be a leading force in the women’s 5,000-me-
ter race. Garripo ran away with the gold at 
the Bill Cornell Classic in Carbondale last 
weekend with a time of 18 minutes, 00.34 
seconds. 
She outran the second-place finisher by 
over 30 seconds but missed her fastest race 
time by 23.42 seconds.
Sophomore Adam Kessler will possibly 
regain his position as a leader in the men’s 
shot put and weight throw as well. Kessler 
placed seventh in the shot put at the South-
ern Illinois-Carbondale meet after cover-
ing 52’8.25” and missed out on the top five 
by just 2.25 inches. His best throw in last 
year’s outdoor season measured 53’00.25”.
Senior Bryn Buckwalter will no doubt 
propel the Panthers with her typical suc-
cessful shot put performances. Buckwalter 
tied for first in the event this past weekend 
where she threw 45’3.25”. 
She easily out-threw her flight-two oppo-
nents, outing the Southern Illinois’ Alexis 
Roberson by nearly 2 feet.
The men’s 4x100-meter relay team should 
produce another stellar finish this week-
end as well. Sophomores Brandan Lane, 
Ja’Marcus Townsend and Michael Miller 
and senior Jamal Robinson picked up a sec-
ond-place win at the classic after finishing 
the race in 41.28 seconds. 
The first-place McKendree University 
team barely scraped by Eastern, winning 
by 0.04 seconds. Each member of the EIU 
squad averaged a 10.32-second, 100-meter 
dash in the relay race.
Garippo said that these successes and all 
others happen largely due to the coaches.
“If it weren’t for the coaching staff here 
at Eastern, this program wouldn’t be as suc-
cessful as it has been. Our coaches work day 
in and day out to make each and every one 
of us not only the best athletes we can be 
but our best selves,” Garippo said.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 581-2812 
or krcordes@eiu.edu.
Track, field look to standouts for meet
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
To start the season, junior pitcher Jessi-
ca Wireman’s earned run average did noth-
ing but rise through her first eight appear-
ances reaching as high as 4.42. Since then it 
has dropped to 2.80. 
She also started the season 1-4 and has 
picked up six wins since then and pitching 
like the Panthers’ ace that she has been the 
last two seasons. 
Her latest feat was picking up two wins 
over the weekend, one win against Belmont 
and one against Tennessee State. 
Wireman unfortunately dealt with mono 
in the beginning of the season, leading to 
the struggles and taking away her usual 
strength she had on the mound. 
She finished the 2016 season with 19 
wins and 203 strikeouts. Now in 2017, she 
has a 7-9 record and 85 strikeouts and it 
is coming at a perfect time as OVC play is 
starting and having junior pitcher Michelle 
Rogers pitching at a high level as well. 
Wireman struggled at  the end of the 
first game against Belmont throwing a wild 
pitch in the seventh, but came back the fol-
lowing game and pitched all seven innings 
and picked up the win. 
Only giving up one run, which came 
in the first inning, Wireman said she feels 
good and strong right now. 
“I feel a lot stronger than I did, but I 
know I can tell in certain parts of my game 
I am a little weaker than I was at the end of 
last season and that came from the mono,” 
Wireman said. “A lot of my struggles comes 
from consistency, but now I feel good be-
cause I feel super consistent with my pitch-
es and stuff and I think that is most impor-
tant for me, which is my confidence.” 
To end the weekend, Wireman cruised 
past the Tennessee State Tigers and the Pan-
thers came out with a 9-1 win in five in-
nings. 
“Jess is a fighter and a competitor and 
she’s feisty and that’s what is good about 
her,” coach Kim Schuette said. “Her feisti-
ness can get in her way once in a while, but 
we had a nice talk between the (Belmont) 
games and she really worked hard on two 
pitches she really needed to get sharper and 
those two pitches came in handy in the last 
inning and they were huge.” 
The search is still on to find a potential 
third pitcher to back Wireman and Rogers, 
but for right now it has been Wireman and 
Rogers running the show as it has been in 
the last two years.
Rogers has f l ipped the script already 
on how last year finished up. She finished 
2016 with a 6-9 record and is 9-6 in 2017 
and has been consistent all year and has 
been relied on much more. 
She finished the 2016 season with four 
complete game wins and her complete game 
win against Tennessee State Sunday was her 
first of this season. 
Rogers has never really been much of a 
strikeout pitcher, but she has also improved 
on that in 2017. 
She already shot past her season total 
from last year of 50, with 59 strikeouts this 
season. 
Eastern has a two-weekend road tr ip 
ahead of it before coming back to Williams 
Field, but they will take a hot hitting team 
and two strong pitchers on the road trip. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 581-2812 
or smhastings@eiu.edu .
Wireman, Rogers both pitching strong
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Panthers win second straight
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore Jimmy Govern scores on a Matt Albert ground out to thirdbase to cap off a 3-run fifth inning for Eastern at Coaches Stadium Tuesday. Gov-
ern finished 2-for-4 at the plate with two runs scored and an RBI in the 12-4 win over Robert Morris Chicago.
By Maher Kawash 
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 
In a season where wins have been 
hard to come by, the Eastern base-
ball team has searched for other rea-
sons of optimism. 
The Panthers may have found 
just that on their home field. 
Eastern knocked off Robert Mor-
ris-Chicago at home Tuesday eve-
ning in a comeback 12-4 win, and 
it was all thanks to some power hit-
ting. 
Hitting homeruns was something 
the Panthers lacked a year ago, but 
in this game five runs were in cred-
it to them. 
The first was a solo shot from 
Matt Albert to put Eastern on the 
board, and the second was a game-
sealer as Dougie Parks ripped a 
grand slam over the outfield wall. 
Albert is a junior college trans-
fer and in his first year with the 
Panthers he has been on a tear at 
the plate when it comes to hitting 
homeruns. 
Albert has two multi-homerun 
games, and Tuesday was his fifth 
game this season with at least one 
to total him at seven on the season. 
Power is nice and all, but the real 
story here is consistency which is 
what Parks, another junior  college 
transfer, represents. 
Parks notched five RBIs against 
Robert Morris, and it speaks vol-
umes to how consistent he has been 
in the batting order as of late. 
He was already coming off an im-
pressive week in which he batted 
.500 from the plate, but this perfor-
mance goes to show how much the 
lineup needs him. 
This  team per formance as  a 
whole was just what Eastern needed 
as it sits with 19 losses on the sea-
son. 
It is important to note just how 
young the Panthers are and were a 
year ago, whereas now they at least 
have some elder leadership because 
of these transfers. 
While the Panthers continue to 
be led by regulars such as Joe Dun-
can, Jimmy Govern, and sever-
al others, it is a positive sign to see 
new additions make a difference. 
This improvement as a team from 
the plate has resulted in the team 
scoring seven or more runs in four 
straight games. 
Now Eastern searches for that 
complete game as the pitching staff 
also tries to continue improving. 
All parts of the team will be able 
to try and keep momentum going as 
it is a quick turnaround to Wednes-
day’s matchup against Southern Il-
linois. 
Eastern takes on a Southern Il-
linois squad which comes into the 
game with a 12-12 record this sea-
son. 
The Salukis send a left-hand-
ed freshman to the mound against 
Eastern, while the Panthers have 
not announced their starter yet. 
The southpaw Brad Harrison 
comes into face the Panthers with 
an 0-2 record and 5.27 ERA in 11 
appearances this season. 
Regardless of who Eastern sends 
to the mound in this one, it will be 
important for them to go deep into 
the ballgame. 
The Panthers used four pitchers 
against Robert Morris, but the start-
er, Brendon Allen, made it just two 
innings. 
I t  i s  wo r th  no t ing  Ea s t e rn 
has used a strategy like this of-
ten throughout the season such as 
games against Alabama and Mur-
ray State. 
Whether it works or not will be 
decided with first pitch at 3 p.m. 
in Coaches Stadium as the Panthers 
close out this five-game home stand. 
Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
Transfers make the difference in baseball win
By Tyler McCluskey
Assistant Sports Editor| @
McCluskeySports
Top of the seventh inning tied 
at four, with runners in scoring 
position, the Panthers make the 
call to the bullpen and call upon 
junior Michael Starcevich. Robert 
Morris’ Donte Richie makes con-
tact and drove the ball out to the 
left-center wall. Junior Joe Dun-
can followed the ball to the wall 
and jumped and caught the ball 
and rolled over to have the ball 
pop out  but  get  back into  hi s 
glove.
“At first I was l ike ‘Oh man, 
that balls hit deep,’ I kind have 
ju s t  r an ,  I  d idn’t  rea l l y  know 
where the wall was at. It took me 
off guard and that’s when I bob-
bled it,” Duncan said. “That was 
a big momentum shift and that’s 
what we needed.”
This potentially saved two runs 
from coming in to score to have 
the Panthers down. On the oth-
er end, it  sparked the Panthers 
bats to come alive and changed 
the momentum for the rest of the 
game. Coach Jason Anderson said 
that Duncan’s play was the game 
changer. 
“After he made that catch, it 
turned things around,” Anderson 
said. “It got it going. The tempo 
of the game was way too slow. Just 
nothing was going our way. Every-
thing they hit was falling, (RMU) 
weren’t really hitting power shots 
but they were falling every which 
way  and  I  t h ink  i t  t u rned  i t 
around.”
Duncan, coming off that catch, 
would start the bottom of the sev-
enth with an infield single to get 
on. Duncan would move over to 
second on a sacrifice from sopho-
more Jimmy Govern. Then junior 
Logan Beaman walked and after 
that, the Eagles put into a new 
pitcher who threw a wild pitch to 
advance the runners into scoring 
position. That same pitcher, Dal-
ton Miller, balked to have Duncan 
score. Junior Matt Albert would 
knock in a run with an RBI single. 
Two failed pickoff attempts later, 
the Panthers would end up with 
an 8-4 lead.
“It  was  good to have.  These 
games are kind of tough because 
all the pressures all on us and I 
think we came out a little bit slow 
but we got together and that’s 
what we need to do with these 
teams,” Duncan said. 
Starcevich would f inish in a 
perfect 1.1 innings and only fac-
ing four batters in 21 pitches. He 
notched his first win after coming 
in against Murray State and get-
ting the save in game three. An-
derson said Starcevich brings a 
calm to the team.
“He’s going to throw strikes and 
he’s going to get outs and com-
pete out there. He did that again 
today,” Anderson said. “(He) al-
lowed our  of fense  a  chance to 
comeback and they did. It turned 
out to be a pretty good game for 
us.”
Adding to the lead,  the bas-
es were loaded and junior Dougie 
Parks was up. Parks would hit one 
out of the park in center and had 
a game-high five RBIs. 
“I was trying to hit homeruns,” 
Parks said. “Coach told me to step 
to the middle a little more. My 
last at bat it worked out well for 
me.”
Tyler McCluskey can be reached at 
581-2812 or at 
trmccluskey@eiu.edu.
Panthers score 
four in seventh 
to take lead
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior Matt Albert is congratulated by teammate Frankie Perrone after 
his solo homerun in the bottom of second inning Tuesday at Coaches 
Stadium. The home run was Albert’s seventh of the season.
